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EVERYONE'SYATRINGABOUT,
Exclusive membership. Exceptional facilities.
A community like no other
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B Premium fitness facilities and inspiring classes s

Pop infor aclub tour

B Indoor pool with an adult-only sanctuary

B Tennis, Pickleball and a full range of racket sports
® Spa and beauty treatments

o Members-only brasserie

01256 36 22 22
beechdown.co.uk

beechdown Winchester Rd, Basingstoke RG22 4ES
health and fitness D é szg/ R
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Link Magazine exists to be of service to the
communities of Oakley, Deane, Newfound, Malshanger
and Wootton St Lawrence. The sentiments expressed do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editorial team.
The editors take no responsibility for the accuracy of the
contents of submissions.

With the exception of trade ads all other items for
publication may be made free of charge. Please submit
articles by the date given below for publication the
month following. The Link editors reserve the right to
decline or edit any contributions.

Link web-site oakleylink.org.uk

Please e-mail copy to: editor@oakleylink.org.uk
or post to 8 Caithness Close, Oakley, RG23 TNG

Deadline for February 2026 issue: 15 January

February 2026

Editorial

Link sends its condolences to the Oakley family and to
everyone involved in the aftermath of the terrible
accident on Oakley Lane on the evening of 14
January.

Chris Wassell
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Advertorial

2026 is the year of Phillips Law’s 40th anniversary of
being in business. We have been helping businesses,
families and individuals in Hampshire and the
surrounding area with their legal needs for four decades.
Founded in 1986, the firm has grown into a well-
established regional legal partner to many of the area’s
leading employers and businesses. Today, we are
recognised for our client-centred approach and long-
standing commitment to strengthening the local
community. As part of its anniversary, Phillips Law will
be launching a series of community-focused initiatives

Oakley Community Care

Supporting your needs for transport to
medical appointments

We offer transport by car to anyone in need, mainly for visits
to doctors, hospital appointments and prescription collection.
Wheel chair users must be able to transfer to the car unaided.
Oakley Community Care is made up of friendly volunteers
who are unpaid, however a donation by the passenger to cover
fuel and other costs is appreciated.

New volunteer drivers always welcome

throughout 2026.
Zoe McLaren Website: www.phillips—law.co.uk Please gi"'c us a call, we may be able to make life
easier for you.

Thank you, Julie Thompson, of Jubiloaks, for our 07376 574412
lovely front cover photo Oakley Community Care is a Registered Charity (No. 1141330)
Editorial Team Chris Wassell 01256 781923  editor@oakleylink.org.uk

Maureen Dallaway 01256 780788  maureen@oakleylink.org.uk

Ann Davis 01256 782769  anndavis48@hotmail.com

Christine Savage 01256 780711 christine@oakleylink.org.uk

John Glasscock 07803 336962  john@oakleylink.org.uk

Peter Hayman 07771690639  peter@oakleylink.org.uk
Secretary Murray Simmons 01256 782916 murraysimmons@hotmail.com
Advertising Bruce Wassell 01256 781923  advertising@oakleylink.org.uk
Distribution Paul Davis 07714 276 561  paul@oakleylink.org.uk
Finance Paul Davis 07714 276 561  paul@oakleylink.org.uk
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Energy Rated

!
s UPVC Windows
I m o n J Fullrange of doors

including Back & Front Doors,
H u n t Bi Fold Doors, Composite Doors,
French Doors, Patio Doors,
L Porches, Conservatories and
QUALIFIEDCARPENTER Atrium Roofs

FENSA“EE;BTEHEE_' All work guaranteed with a
Your local window fitter  ppnsacertificate

®
| 79a0akley Lane, Oakley, Basingstoke, Hants RG23 71T

tel:01256782017 m: 0?899.9‘3?3?5
www.simonhuntwindows.co.uk

RUSSELL CLARK'S
CARPENTRY SERVICES
WOOD FLOORING SPECIALIST

REAL WOOD AMD LAMINATE FLOORING
MEW AMND REPLACEMENT DOORS
FITTED KITCHEMNS AMD FURMITURE
GEMNERAL CARPENTRY

A PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY CARPENTRY SERVICE
PROVIDED AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTATION ON:
HoMmE 01256 780629

MoeiLE 07768 008584

B. COOPER
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

Repairs and servicing to most
., makes and models of:

Y  Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers,

Dishwashers, Cookers, ({7 =

Microwaves, Fridges, ~ ’,6@

Freezers, and Vacuum |{ :
Cleaners. w
“' J
BOUR CHA
et LA Rg
S NO VAT E

Tel: 01256 466851
Mobile: 07831 684375

e ~—
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
MODERN & TRADITIONAL HAIRSTYLING
QUAILIFIED EXPERIENCED STYLIST
REGULARLY UPDATED TRAINING
Please call Lorna for a free consultation
Telephone: 01256 782162
Mobile: 07905609456
Email: lornagoodall28@gmail.com

NEED 'A' VAN

I'M YOUR MAN .
U e
OAKLEY, Colin Edwards M =
Basingstoke, (il
RG23 7JN 'I |
I |#=
07904 193745 l” |

01256 974102
colined57@aol.com

P ——

HAVEN MEMORIALS ’/W

A family run business with over 30 years experience creating be, \gl oke headstones.

We r'r.i.f;' purselves on our lfrl".lr..l'l"n_; FYice |JrJ' impa

Comtact us taday to discuss Your |L||1III'| merk
[ .

Haven Memorials, Unit/Shop 2. 6 Wote Street, Basingstoke, RG21 TNW
Telephone: 01256 811829 www.havenstone.co.uk

admin@havenstone.couk

WATER SOFTENERS
AMS LTD

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed

10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 » Mob:07836 247694

&3
Sinalefosy Shocepy

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Smokeless Sweeps is your local chimney sweep covering
Hampshire and Berkshire.

Certified members of the Guild of Master Sweeps.
We specialize in the servicing and cleaning of chimneys
Contact us 07881 056421
info@Smokeless Sweeps.co.uk
www.smokelesssweeps.co.uk/

El} E H TF Windows & Doors @

ouR e
PRODUCTS
UPVC Windows 7
Aluminium Windows
Conservatories . 3
Warm Conservatory Roofs

French Daors
Sliding Doors
Bi-falding doors
Composite Doors
Roof Lanterns
Roof Lights
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Village

Oakley & Deane Parish Council
The Parish Council is currently reviewing the
condition of benches and seats throughout the
village to ensure they remain clean, safe, and well
maintained for everyone to enjoy.
We are reaching out to relatives and friends
connected to memorial benches within the parish. If
you or someone you know has a family link to a

bench with a memorial plaque, we would love to hear from you.
Your input will help us ensure these special places are cared for with the respect they deserve.
Please contact the Assistant Clerk on:
assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk or 07951 415229

Report from the Parish
Council

e are pleased to report
that the budget for the
new financial year

has now been agreed. Careful
financial planning and a
continued focus on value for
money mean that our parish precept will decrease to
just 4% this year. This reduction reflects our
commitment to managing costs responsibly while still
delivering important improvements for residents.

A number of key projects are planned for the year
ahead. Work will begin on the provision of public
cricket nets, creating a valuable new recreational
facility for local residents and clubs. Further details

Parish Council T

Coffee & Chat

s Newfound Sports Pavilion

Every Thursday
10:30 am - 12:30 am

Enjoy refreshments with fellow community
members and take the opportunity to talk with
your parish council

will be shared as the project develops. At Beach Park,
work is expected to begin soon on a new enclosed dog
training field, providing a safe and secure space for
dog owners and their pets.

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take
place in April, with the exact date to be confirmed
shortly. This meeting provides an important
opportunity for residents to hear updates, ask
questions, and share their views.

We are in the process of checking benches across
the village, with repairs and cleaning carried out
where needed to ensure they remain safe and
welcoming. In addition, older open waste bins will be
upgraded to newer closed-lid bins to improve
cleanliness and reduce litter-related issues.

(Continued on page 7)

OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL

@ COUNCILLORS GHAT - COME SAY HELLO! @

Tuesday 3 February

1pm-2pm
Jolly Olly's

We want to hear from YOU!
Whether it ideas, suggestions, concerns, or gquestions — come
along and have a friendly chat with your Parish Councillors.

Talk to us about what matters to you:
" Local improvemeants
" Community events
" Villaga issuas
«" Your ideas for Oakley & Deane

LINK magazine 5
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MARK SMITH

EsT. 1971

FLuMBING & HEATING

"
CLEAR EARS

by The Gur-lifax Lady
Trouble hearing others?
Annoying ear aches?
Ringing in your ears?
Tired of Sore or itchy ears?

It could just be Wax

Ear Examination : Ear Wax Removal : Hearing Assessment
Gold Standard Wax Removal with Microsuction
Oakley Based or Home Visits

Telephone: 07891 865547
support@theearwaxlady.com
www.theearwaxlady.com

SHowrOOM & OFFICE
32 OAKLEY LANE
OAKLEY

01256 7BZ2410 /07968 80B454

INFO@MARKSMITHPLUMBING.CO.UK
WWW.MARKSMITHPLUMBING.CO.UK

SCAN ME

We are a specialist local builder, covering the North
Hampshire area, with decades of specialist expertise.

We don't just take on building work such as extensions and
garage conversions, but we also specialise in structural
alterations, kitchen installations, and the fitting of bi-fold and
sliding aluminium doors and UPVC windows.

We thrive on challenges and would love to be involved in the
journey of creating your dream space!

LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION?
CONTACTUS
© 07739843228 52 sales@fieldandfield.co.uk

Two classics for £22

Available from 5pm Mon-Thur

Join us and enjoy two dishes of choice
from our Classics menu. From iconic
staples like beer-battered fish & chips to
seasonal additions like Highland venison g
casserole, we have a great selection that
come with no washing up!

Pie Night Mondays

Available from 5pm
Every Monday join us for any of
our delicious pies for just £11.

What’s on at The Barley Mow

Lunch with us

Beat the January blues with our
midweek lunch deal. Enjov a
selection of sandwiches, wraps
and classics paired with a drink
for just £12.

Functions

Our function area is the perfect
spot for gathering family and
friends all vear round. Whether
you're hosting a family get together
or a big birthday, we've got a great
space. Speak to a member of the
team to find out more,

Barley Mow | Oakley Lane | Basingstoke | RG22 7JZ | 01256 636 635
Fallow us on social to see more of what we've got planned this season. @) @ Bateydomutousy

wewew arkey numwosdliv.ca uk
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Village =

In the next few months, the Parish Council
Community Survey will be launched. This new
annual survey will help us better to understand
community priorities and guide our work in the years
ahead. Over time, the results will support the
development of 3 to 5 year plans. While the survey
will be available digitally, a printable one-page
version will also be provided in The Link, allowing
residents to return completed surveys directly to the
Parish Council.

We look forward to keeping residents informed as
these projects progress and thank you for your

COFFEE &
CHAT MORNINGS

Every Wednesday

continued support.
Kelly Green -
Assistant Clerk
10 am — 12 noon
at

East Oakley Village Hall, the
Green Hut, Hill Road

Coffee or Tea (incl refills) plus
cake or biscuits £1

All Welcome

Pause For Thought 3

Last month (January) is often seen as a time for
new beginnings. The New Year starts and resolutions
are made. For those in the church, the New Year is
also a chance to stop for a second or two and to try to
recover from the events of Christmas!

According to the shops we are definitely done
with Christmas and are now getting ready for
Valentine’s Day and Easter. We will soon be in Lent,
which is a season of waiting and preparing for the
exciting and happy time of Easter. I've always
thought that Lent was a rather sober sad time of the
year. A time of waiting, and waiting, and waiting for
something better to happen. Life often seems as
though it’s full of waits - like waiting for a bus, or a
train, or for the post. It seems that we can be waiting
forever. Especially if you miss a once an hour bus out
of Oakley!

Lent is another one of those ‘waiting times’. It can
often appear that we go through this long, somber,
and melancholy journey while waiting for the new
beginnings of Easter. I’ll admit, [ have on occasion

thought that Lent seems to be a time of standing still.

We aren’t filled with excitement while we wait, as we
might be at Christmas and Advent. But it’s not a time
to stand still.

I’m sure you all know that, during Lent, we are
encouraged to give something up. But we could also
take something on... If, like me, you have failed your
New Year’s resolutions, why not take this chance to
do something new. We can use this opportunity of
waiting to have a new beginning on something. As
we wait for the excitement of Easter we can start
afresh. Take up something new. And get ready for the
good news and excitement that is Easter.

Alfie Wells, Ministry Intern, Oakley with Wootton

Oakley _afl
Methodist Church

Services at 10:30 am

February 1 Anna Chaplains - talk about their work

Church News

February 8
February 15
February 22

Rev Jenny Dowding Communion
Peter Frank
John Dawson

Oakley Methodist Church

All welcome at the Methodist Church coffee morning on
Tuesday 10 February and 24 February from 10:30 am to 12
noon. £1.50 for a bottomless cup of tea or coffee and biscuits. &
Come and meet old friends and new. The charity for the year is §
Dementia UK. We look forward to welcoming the Woodland y:

Well-being Walkers at the end of their walk.

Patricia Kinchington

Tuesdays Feb 10 and 24

£1-50
10:30 am to 12 noon

Hampsg
25 AR %o

All welcome at the Chapel by the Pond
www.bhbcircuit.org.uk/churches,/ oakley.html

LINK magazine 7



Bygone Oakley i

60 Years Ago — from Link February 1966

Much of Link magazine was taken up with Church
news. It contained a request for sopranos, contraltos,
tenors and basses who would be prepared to join the
Church choir, to augment their numbers, as they were
planning a recital of Stainer’s Crucifixion during Holy
Week. A group of hand-bell ringers, who rang carols
in a variety of homes before Christmas, were
congratulated. They had raised £11 towards providing
heating in the church belfry. St John’s Sunday School
had produced a Nativity Play of a very high standard.
A Diocesan Pilgrimage to Canterbury was being
planned for May, transport by train from Basingstoke
station!

Elsewhere in the magazine, (which was priced at
sixpence - old money) there was a report from Oakley
and Deane Women'’s Institute (only one WI in the
village at this time). The Parish Council had agreed to
pay half the cost of fixing the village seat, collected
for by the Institute to commemorate Jubilee Year.
(Only one village seat? Was this a reference to O&D
WI up-coming Golden Jubilee in 1968?) They were
given a talk about a holiday in Sicily, which helped
them forget the snow outside, and they held a
competition for the best hat from the kitchen! Next
month’s competition would be for the best edible
necklace.

50 Years Ago — from Link February 1976

This edition included the first part of an article by
Commander Kirby, of Oakley, on Oakley in the
1840s. The parish of Oakley then covered 3300 acres
(just over five square miles) and contained 1 mansion
(Malshanger), 23 houses, 46 cottages and 23
tenements. Nothing about the distinction between
them. So less than 200 households, although there
may have been more than one household in some
dwellings. The village was built on three roads
radiating from the pond: Rectory Road, Oakley Lane
and Hill Road.

It was reported that the collection made by the
Parish Council during carols round the Christmas tree
at the pond would be used to provide a seat on Hill
Road. Previously the funds had been used to provide
free chimney sweeping for pensioners.

A New Year’s knockout football competition at
Kennet Way Playing Field had been organized by
Oakley Scouts to also raise funds for a seat for senior
citizens on Hill Road. Four teams took part with the
Bitter Brigade and the Barley Mow teams being
eliminated in the semi-finals. The Scout Group won
the final against the Croftfields Rabble, £25.40 had
been raised and it was decided to make this an annual
event.

Feature {32

News From Jolly Olly’s Coffee Shop
appy February! We are

H looking forward to seeing a
few bulbs appearing in the |,

garden planters outside and

providing a warm welcome to you

all inside, this month!

Teenage Cancer Trust

So far, customers and the Jolly Olly’s Team have
raised a total of £519.08 for Teenage Cancer Trust
(with a collecting jar still to be counted). We are
hoping to get close to £600 as our final total. Thank
you so much to everyone who has donated in any
way. Special thanks to the Jolly Knitters, Bob Porter,
David Trangmar and Verna Kinda who all went the
extra mile to help us reach this fantastic total.

We continue to wish the Rawlings Family, all the
very best and luck with reaching their target total.
Councillor Chat

Representatives from the Parish Council will be
joining us on Tuesday 3 February between 1 and 2

pm. If you have any issues that you would like to
discuss with them they will be hear to listen and talk.
Half Term Fun and Games!

Join us on Wednesday 11 February between 2:30

| and 4 pm for our Board Games Bonanza! Why not put

the phones away and join us for some good old
fashioned family fun.

We’ll provide a variety of games and jigsaws and
will have plenty of drinks and cakes on offer too.
Booking is essential, but is free for customers who
purchase at least one drink per person as you play!
Monday Opening - Reminder

We are now open on Mondays. We look forward
to welcoming you.

Jo

32 Oakley Lane, Oakley RG23 7JY (Tel 01256
782658)

Find us on Facebook and Trip Advisor and Instagram

8 LINK magazine



L TITCOMBE & FAMILY

Independent Funeral Directors
& Memorial Consultants

Personal, respectful and attentive service
A family run_funeral director’s providing a personal,
caring and altentive service.

All types of funerals arranged including direct cremation

and eco-friendly burials.

Funeral finance can be arranged.

We are here when you need us most

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

All aspects of Funeral Arrangements undertaken

21a High Street, Overton RG25 3HB Tel: 01256 771 510
1 Elmwood Parade, Basingstoke RG23 S8LL Tel 01256 476 366
|8 Swan Street, Kingsclere RG50 5P] Tel: 01635 299 900
- s N
\ ! Iy N\ . /

It J

Golden Charts ‘ g
% ==

www.tmfunerals.co.uk

ALL ASPECTS

Painting and Decorating

W Sic

Dado * Picture Rails * Covering & Papering

No Job Too Big or Small
Fully Insured

Michael Schofield
Tel. 01256 781928 Mobile 07798 791239

PAUL BAKER

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
FULL CENTRAL HEATING : BATHROOM SUITES
GUTTERING : LEADWORK
FREE ESTIMATES : FULLY INSURED

2 Pardown

Oakley

Basingstoke
Hampshire RG23 7DY

Telephone Home: 01256 780019
Mobile: 07831 447100

OAKLEY

GAS & HEATINGLTD
YOUR LOCAL HEATING & BOILER SPECIALISTS

ALL SERVICES OFFERED
Central heating installations & repair.
Boiler changes, servicing & repair.
‘Warm air installs, servicing & repair.
Landlords’ certificates, thermostatic radiator valves.

104681

All domestic gas work.

PLEASE CALL GRAHAM ON 01256 782213 OR 07785 794033

TOTALLY AIRPORTS

CARS AND MPV’S FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY
AND BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

AIRPORTS, DOCKS, LONG DISTANCE
01256 371847 or

07786 546002

Email: mail@airportservice.org.uk

need a painter and decorator?’

® professional e friendly e affordable

L p cdecoratingservice

e experienced e reliable o fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

P \y
ITCRoofing

All aspects of roofing work undertaken
» Slating * Tiling * Built up Felt
e Chimney Maintenance * Lead work

Free Quotations

01256 460 705 | 07548 271 338

Email: itcroofing@aol.com

www.itcroofing.co.uk

LINK magazine 9




Health Matters

Watership Down Health
Flu & Covid Update
s flu viruses continue to circulate, please
A consider a vaccine if you have not already had
one. You are still eligible for a vaccine if you
are either over 65, or under 65 with an underlying
health condition. You can also call 119 which can
provide you with details of vaccine availability at
your community pharmacy.
New Self-Check-In Screens

New check-in screens are currently being installed
in Kingsclere, Oakley and Overton which should be
operational by mid-February 2026. There will be
times when the screens may not yet be fully set up, so
please check in with the reception team and accept
our apologies for any inconvenience whilst we get our
systems functioning.

It is really important that the practice has your
updated contact details to keep you informed about
anything affecting your health and well-being, so any
necessary changes to your information can be made
through the practice website using the form available
at: watershipdownhealth.com/services/changing-your-
contact-details/

Walk-In Help for Appointments

We continue to upgrade our online triage system
for all incoming requests but are very aware that it
doesn’t suit those who have no access to our online
services. If that is the case for you, you are welcome
to visit the reception at your surgery and a triage
submission will be made for you by one of the
reception team - they are happy to help!

Notifications via the NHS App

As more services are being made available to
patients via the NHS App, it is important that patients
switch on the notifications setting so you can be kept
up to date with managing your health and well-being.
In the NHS App (i0S & Android) open the NHS App.
Tap the Account icon (person icon) in the top right-
hand corner or 'More' and then 'Account and Settings'.
Select Notifications (or 'Manage notifications'). Tap
“Go to Device’ settings.

For iPhone: Go to Settings > Notifications > NHS
App and ensure 'Allow Notifications' is switched on.

For Android: Go to Settings > Notifications > App
settings (or similar) > NHS App and ensure
notifications are allowed.

Should you need any further assistance, both the
reception team can help or can put you in touch with
the PPG who can provide further support.

Heather Bronks

10

ANNIE’S Oakley Charity Shop
18 Meon Road, Oakley, RG23 7AL
Registered charity 1063036 — Annie’s Orphans.
Monday to Saturday 10 am — 4 pm
FEBRUARY 2026 at Annie's Oakley
Mirrors, Pictures and Large frames 1/2 price.
Men's clothing ¥ price.
COATS % price

Good selection of Winter clothing and footwear for
men and women- come and browse!

Toys, games & puzzles ¥ price in school ¥% term week

Keep an eye on our weekly Facebook page and
Calling Oakley for the latest news of our great offers
and our Half Price Days!

We welcome saleable donations — please bring them
into the shop. If you have large items, please discuss
with staff before unloading your car!

CASH ONLY, NO CARDS

Coeliac UK North Hampshire Group
Want Some Help With Your Gluten Free Diet
e have a team of experts, including
dedicated dietitians on our Helpline, so if
you have a question about your diet and
health, food products or about your membership then
do get in touch. Our team of expert dietitians provide
evidence based, expert guidance to help you manage
the challenges of living gluten free. They do this by
giving advice directly to those who contact us via our
Helpline, and by keeping the charity informed with
the most up to date and accurate dietetic information.
Contact them by going to our website coeliac.org.uk
and searching for “Meet our dietitians”.
Next meet-up
Next meeting Saturday 21 February 10:30 am to
12 noon at Waitrose Café, Basing View
Contacts:
To contact the Local North Hants Group, please
email northhampshire@coeliac.org.uk
Join our Facebook page Coeliac UK North
Hampshire Local Group, or see our events on the
North Hampshire Coeliac UK website page
coeliac.org.uk/local-groups/north-hampshire
Dave West
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Hedgec utting & Reductions

Jree Prunfiing & Cutting
Tree Stump ﬁgmoval

UL Thedges@gmail.com

In partnership with
f

\KLEY LAWN /L
CUTTING &X\

Grass Cutting, Lawn Mowing, Strimming
One off and Regular visits undertaken

Mob: 07545 247643 Tel: 01256 783046

oakleylawnservices@gmail.com

@
Carruey

e The old Station Andover Rd Oakley Basingstoke RG23 7HA
Tel; (01256) 782070
OA KL EY OPEN 9am - 5pm MONDAY - FRIDAY
CARPETS ()L FURNITURE | CLOSED WEDNESDAY SATURDAY 10am - 3pm

CARPETS, VINYL, WOOD, LAMINATE, BEDS, DINING SETS,
LOUNGE FURNITURE, BEDROOM FURNITURE, STUDY
FURNITURE.

—|

If you want FURNITURE and you want it FAST call
in‘and see it, feel it and take it away today or use
our FREE local delivery service

S N3

CARPET EDGING SERVICE bARRIED OUT IN OUR STORE

ORDER RUGS ANY SIZE TO SUIT YOUR ROOM
www.oakley-furnishing.co.uk

LINK magazine

(ome and visit to see what
we offer and discuss the best time
for your child to join us

Nﬁw Opening Times Contact the Manager
.

5t Leonard's Centre. Rectory Rd. Oakley

07772 3782465
o preschool@oww.church
www, stisonards-preschool co.uk

Mon 9.00-12.00
Tues - Fri 9.00-3.00

Est 197¢ Disied Registored EY¥5 Cumicolum

OAKLEY ¥

YOUR LOCAL
== LANDSCAPE
B SUPPLIER

- S
01256 642488
Emall infogroakieylandscapingsuppies co.uk

Situated on the B3400, RG23 7THA

w
vy}
Q
=
o
o
w
o
vad
o

Free local delivery

‘www.larasbeautyworkshop.com

[LARA's

BEAUTY WORKSHOP
17 Meon Road, Oakley RG23 7AL
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Paul Williams
ELECTRICIAN

Est. 2008

Fully qualified and insured to carry out and
certify all domestic electrical work. All work
carried out to current wiring regulations

& building regulations; including Part P.

@ Based in Oakley
@ No job too big or small

St J(hn% Centre, St John's Road, Oakley
Est Over 30 years!
4 " Tel: 07717 504 878

oviding high quality care and education
Fen aged-from 2 to 5 years”

@ Free estimates

& All domestic electrical work undertaken
@ Electrical Installation Condition Reports
@ Workmanship guaranteed for six years
@ Enhnced DBS checked

@ Enquiries for commercial and church
work also welcome

Meet Special Needs
thy Snack Menu & Lunch Clubs

brating fhc EYFS

OFSTED REGISTERED

Our Opening Times: . . -
Monday to Thursday 9:00 - 3 45pm
Friday 9.00 B 12pm

Where we believe that EVE-RYICMD MATTERS
5 Avon Road, Oakley, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG23 7DW

@ 07798 638393 paul@edelectrician.net

wjemm GECA (@ R&iLe
e e T AEAAA

PEST RESPONSE LTO «%‘3

NICK GOODALL PLASTERING
ALL ASPECTS UNDERTAKEN
35 YEARS EXP: FULLY QUALIFIED
City & Guilds (Award Winner)
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Please call Nick for advice or free estimates
Tel: 01256 782162
Mobile: 07905 609455
Email: nicholas.goodall2@googlemail.com

Your local pest control expert!
Based in Lightsfield, Oakley.

Call Lee on 01256 975027.

Ants - Bedbugs - Cockroachas - Fleas - Mice - Rats - Wasps
and more,

E: contact@pest-response.cauk

W: basingstokepestcontrolcouk

NJP Heating Services
0% finance

on all Worcester Bosch boilers

complete with up to 10 year guarantees on all
Worcester Bosch boilers and controls

Contact us today for your free quote

07717 741999 or 01256 782202

nick@njpheating.com | njpheating.com

Bosch Group

/'
Cphe ZWORCESTER  , oo

Accredited Installer
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Hampshire County Council Councillor Report
- Candovers Oakley and Overton Division
County Councillor Grants

The County Councillor Grant scheme is operating
once more, with a lesser amount of £5,000 and new
criteria as follows. I have already had a number of
applications, but some funding remains.

Hampshire County Councillor Grants — Updated
Criteria

Following a comprehensive review, Hampshire
County Council has revised its County Councillor
Grants Scheme to reflect budget constraints and
improve effectiveness. Key changes include:

| Reduced Allocation: Each County Councillor now
has an annual grant budget of £5,000, down from
£8,000.

| Eligibility Restrictions:

o Grants are only available to organisations, not
individuals.

o Organisations cannot apply for the same project
in consecutive years.

o Applications must demonstrate community
benefit, especially if from religious or statutory
bodies.

| Funding Limits:

0 A maximum of £1,000 per project is now in
place.

o Grants for seasonal or time-specific events must
be awarded before the event date.

| Transparency and Branding:

o All funded projects must acknowledge County
Council support in promotional materials.

| Application Assessment:

o Previous grant awards (from the last two years)
will be considered during evaluation.

o Preference may be given to organisations
without access to other funding sources.

These changes aim to ensure the scheme remains
fair, transparent, and aligned with the Council’s
strategic priorities while managing financial
pressures.

Securing a Greener, Healthier Hampshire

Last week we launched Hampshire’s Local Nature
Recovery Strategy — a shared blueprint for restoring
and protecting the natural environment that makes our
county such a special place to live.

Like the rest of the UK, Hampshire has seen a
significant decline in biodiversity over the past 50
years. This strategy brings together the expertise of
partners across the region and sets out practical steps
to reverse that decline and ensure that at least 30% of
our land and sea is secured for nature by 2030. 'm
incredibly grateful to all the organisations,
landowners, community groups and residents who

helped shape this plan. It reflects the
views and ambitions of people right
across Hampshire.

As part of our Hampshire Pledge,
we’re committed to looking after and enhancing our
rich natural environment — and making sure our
countryside remains open and accessible for everyone
to enjoy. But this is something we can only achieve
together. Making nature-friendly choices at home.
Getting involved in local conservation. Simply
spending time outdoors and valuing the landscapes
around us. Every action, big or small, helps build a
greener Hampshire.

This strategy will guide land-use decisions,
support planning, and encourage investment in nature
-based solutions to challenges like climate change and
flooding. Most importantly, it gives us a clear, shared
path to restoring habitats, reversing wildlife decline,
and protecting Hampshire’s natural heritage for future
generations. If you’d like to read the full strategy, you
can find it here: hants.gov.uk/nature/hampshire-
strategy

Together, we can make Hampshire a place where
nature thrives and people thrive with it.

Reporting Highway Problems

Links to report road issues are here:

Potholes: hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a
-problem/potholes

Tree/hedge problems: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/treehedge

Flooding/drainage issues: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/flooding

Pavement problems: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/paving

Broken or missing signs: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/brokensigns

Faulty streetlights: hants.gov.uk/transport/
highways/report-a-problem/streetlight

Faded or missing road markings: hants.gov.uk/
transport/highways/report-a-problem/road-markings

Problems with rights of way: hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/ report-a-
problem

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email
confirming a reference number for the report. If you
would like me to follow this up for you then do please
forward that message to me and I will chase for you.
Election Postponements message from HCC
Leader Clir Nick Adams-King

Two successive reports of election postponements
in the last month.

“You may have seen reports suggesting that next
year’s Mayoral elections will be postponed for two
years, until 2028. It is massively disappointing. It's
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important to note that this does not affect the County
Council and other local elections which will still go
ahead on May 7, 2026. It is important to separate two
distinct issues here. While the election of a Mayor
may be delayed, the creation of the Combined
Authority — and the transfer of powers and funding
from Westminster that comes with it — remains vital.
Hampshire County Council Leader, Nick Adams-
King , has been reassured that this process will
continue as planned, and that the delay to the Mayoral
election will not affect the establishment of the
Combined Authority, the commencement of
devolution, of Hampshire’s ability to begin exercising
those powers for the benefit of Hampshire and the
Solent.

From CllIr Nick Adams-King

“Of course, it is disappointing that the Mayoral
election has been postponed — not least for those
candidates who have already declared. But the real
prize here is devolution, and that must be delivered
next year. | therefore await confirmation in the
coming days of both the statutory instrument to create
the Combined Authority and the announcement of the
infrastructure funding that will underpin it.”

“Where the delay to the Mayoral election
intersects with the creation of the Combined
Authority is in our ability to influence national policy.
The Mayor would normally sit on the Council of
Nations and Regions. Given the size and importance
of Hampshire and the Solent, it is vital that whoever
chairs the Authority should take that seat until such

time as a Mayor is elected.”

“Our economy contributes as much to the UK as
Wales, and our population is comparable to Northern
Ireland. We deserve — and must have — that
influence and voice at the national level as soon as
possible. While it is deeply regrettable that this role
will not initially be exercised by a directly elected
Mayor, the council leaders who will form the
Combined Authority board are equally capable of
representing our area until the election is held.

“And then, the Government suggested Councils
should consider whether the local elections scheduled
for May should proceed, given Labour's plans for
Local Government Reorganisation. I'm sure you are
by now as bored of this merry go round as I am. For
clarity, my statement in response to today's
announcement is this:

"I have been clear that County elections are vital
for local democracy and accountability. They ensure
strong local representation for our 1.4 million
residents across Hampshire in how we use over £3
billion of public funds to serve our local communities
each year. The Government have set the timeline for
Local Government Reorganisation, it is they who
need to decide whether their plans can be delivered to
that schedule. I have not, and will not, ask for an
election postponement. We are working towards our
elections taking place, as planned, in Hampshire on 7
May 2026."

Juliet Henderson

Citizens Advice Basingstoke
Are you worried about someone’s gambling?

Dealing with someone’s gambling problem can be
very stressful. Their behaviour can affect your
wellbeing - it’s normal to feel anxious, angry or hurt
and you can get support from the charity GamCare
gamcare.org.uk

If you're a woman affected by someone else’s
gambling, you can get support through GamCare’s
‘Way Forward’ support group for women:
gamcare.org.uk/news-and-blog/blog/way-forward/

It can be difficult to talk to the person about their
gambling problem. You might want to tell them how
their behaviour is affecting you and ask them how big
the problem is. You can also let them know they can
get help. You can find out how to talk to someone
about their gambling on the GambleAware website:
gambleaware.org/advice/for-family-and-friends/
helping-someone-who-gambles/

If the person who gambles makes you feel anxious
or threatened, it might be domestic abuse and you can
get help. You can find out more about domestic abuse
here: citizensadvice.org.uk/family/gender-violence/
domestic-violence-and-abuse/

You can get support to help someone with their
gambling problem, including advice on how to limit
how much they gamble, deal with debt and get mental
health support here: citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-
money/gambling-problems/get-help-with-gambling-
problems/

For more information and to check if you’re
responsible for debt or to get help to pay for living
costs if you don’t have enough money to live on,
please go to: citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/
gambling-problems/if-youre-worried-about-someones
-gambling/

Citizens Advice Basingstoke is an independent
local charity providing free, confidential and impartial
advice for local people, whatever their enquiry
involves. Anyone wishing to speak to an adviser
should call the free Advice Line on 0808 2787829.
For details of the weekly drop-in advice sessions
across Basingstoke or if you would like to send in
your enquiry online please go to:
cabasingstoke.org.uk

Registered charity no 900116

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority FRN: 617502 Lucy Sweet
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Young Oakley

Are you a DAD/MALE CARER
‘ x ’ hy not try “WHO LET THE DADS OUT”

It’s a chance for Dads/Male Carers and
Younger Children to meet up over a

breakfast of coffee/tea, bacon butties, pastries and

fruit but with plenty of time for the Dads to chat while

the children can have some fun. Sochi, our local

Youth Worker, also comes along to supervise a Play

Station with Older Children.

We meet on the 2nd Saturday of the Month at St
Leonard’s Centre in Rectory Road, Oakley from 10 to
11:30 am. Come when you can!

Next dates - 10 January, 14 February, 14 March,
11 April, etc.

Meanwhile — MUMS — your time’s your own!

If you would like to know more, contact the
Church Office on office@oww.church

St Leonard’s Preschool
How high?

t the start of February we are having a week
on building inside and outside, using a variety

of different constructions materials- Duplo,

large wooden blocks, wooden bricks, foam bricks and |

cardboard boxes. The children will be given different
challenges e.g. how high can you build your tower?
Can you make a castle for us to sit in, etc.

After the February half term we will be celebrating
the Chinese New Year. We will have a Chinese
restaurant in our role play area for the children to
prepare dishes with woks, chopsticks and wool
noodles. We will be acting out the naming of the
Chinese
New Year

PSS using the
S twelve

'8 using a very
=8 long piece
= of green

= material to

do dragon dances. To
celebrate the year of the
horse we will be having
horse races on our hobby
horses.

In our photos you can
see the children mark
making in saving foam and !
developing their threading
skills.

LINK magazine

If you would like to know more about the
preschool, please contact us on 07772 378265 or
email preschool@oww.church or look at our website
stleonards-preschool.co.uk

We look forward to hearing from you.

Caroline Edwards

Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School
he festive season seems like a
distant memory now, but we
couldn’t resist showing you our

visit from Father Christmas and his
ponies! The children sang to him

beautifully and showed lovely manners when
receiving their presents.

We have been excited to continue show and tell by
bringing in our toys, belongings and, sometimes,
random household items (!) for each letter every
week. It has been fun coming into pre-school in the
snow, but we are also looking forward to some Spring
weather for some more outdoor play.
Georgia Hawken, Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School
Secretary
About Cuckoo Meadow Pre-School: We are a
small and friendly pre-school located in the Rathbone
Pavilion of North Waltham. The children who attend
come from many areas including Oakley, Dummer,
Hatch Warren, Kempshott and Beggarwood. They all
agree that the location and wonderful, caring staff
mean it is more than worth the short journey. To find
out more, please contact Jo or Fiona on 01256 398
172.

Oakley Scout Group

Beavers
he Beavers enjoyed a wonderfully festive run-
up to Christmas, with a cheerful campfire full
of songs, toasted marshmallows, and plenty of
s’mores. They threw themselves into Christmas crafts
and created beautiful handmade cards for the
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Young Oakley

residents of Oak Lodge, spreading a little extra joy
throughout the community. Their Christmas treat was
a thrilling climbing session, where every Beaver
showed fantastic bravery and enthusiasm.

The rest of the term was just as exciting, with a
fun visit from Basingstoke Tae Kwon-Do, a litter
pick, a sleepover at the hut and, of course, lots of
crafts and games.

We’re looking forward to the term ahead, with
plenty more adventures planned and lots of badges to
be earned. All of the Beavers have been working
incredibly hard, and we’re extremely proud that eight
of them have achieved the Chief Scout’s Bronze
Award — the highest award a Beaver can earn.

A huge well done to them all!

If you have any questions about Oakley Scout
Group or want to join, please email
oakley@bwds.org.uk

Helen Meyer

News from Cranbourne
We’ve had a busy start to the New Year at
Cranbourne, with Parents’ Evenings, the
Intermediate Maths Challenge and an
exciting trip to Birmingham to see Strictly Come
Dancing Live. Our annual Curry and Revision Night
took place for Year 11 students, where they enjoyed a
tasty curry cooked by our fantastic Canteen team and
spent time with their core subject teachers learning
the best ways to revise for their upcoming GCSE
exams.

Performances of our 2026 Production of ‘Guys
and Dolls Jr’ are fast approaching and set to rock the
boat from Tuesday 10 February. This year, after the
immense amount of talent seen at auditions, we’ve
got 2 incredible casts ready to take to the stage - Cast
A will be performing Tuesday and Thursday, with
Cast B taking over on Wednesday and Friday. The
cast are busy polishing dance routines and perfecting
lines and can’t wait to deliver a showstopping
performance!

We were
delighted to be
the first
secondary
school
awarded with
the EAL
Excellence
Award at
Diamond
Level,
validated by
the Ethnic
Minority and

Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS).

The award requires schools to complete one aspect
of Community, Collaboration and Contribution —
Cranbourne excelled in all three areas. A huge thank
you to Ms Corrigan for all the hard work that goes
into ensuring every child in our Cranbourne
Community whose first language is not English
receives the support needed to achieve their full
potential. We are truly proud of our diversity and
being recognised by EMTAS for such a prestigious
commendation is an honour.

Chloe-Mai Parfitt

Tuesdays 10-1 1.30am
Suitable for babies up to 1 year old

o : 17 S .‘,‘({‘i

NEW TIME From 15 January 2024 Mondays 1.30-3.00pm
Suitable for Birth to 4 year olds

Thursdays 10.00-11.30am
Suitable for Birth to 3 year olds
St Leonard’s Centre Oakley RG23 7ED

W 01256 782724, office@oww.church
- www.oakleywithwootton.org.uk

ING =T

FREE
Show in a Day for ages 7 - 12

i

A WICHED DAY IN OZ

Fun and adventure with characters from Wicked and the
Land of Oz where all young cast members will perform
to family and invited guests at the end of the day.

No audition and no fee!

Date: Monday 16 February 2026
Venue: Rucstail Community Hall, Holbein Close, RG21 3QN
We're off to see the wizard so follow the QR code

Nz
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York Associates Colin Glanville
% % Locksmith

Architectural Design Services

Planning Consultants Mobile
g LOCHSMITH 07356 234515

Full design services
! - g i ' 5 E H U l l: E s Email
| F’Iannlng appllcatlons for info@cnglocksmithservices.com
new houses and extensions :
- web
Ll AppllCatlonS for Listed BUIIdlr‘Ig ;Eﬁ g cnglocksmithservices.com
Consent él 7 ()nklm,/,n.fu:‘ ©

1 Building Regulations submissions

(i rRiCS RIBAWY

Andrew Steeden MRICS LLEO MULKERNIS ARCHITECTS

Chartered BuildingSurveyor Planning Applicaﬁ;ns

Building Regulation Applications
Extensions

Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

New Buildings

|

k|

A ]

X

N

|

Think Architecture

Consultants Limited Faf, rééir};ﬁ'fql professional advice
with jhppahd‘hen’rs to suit
& N i

¥

Building plans and drawings for your stylish new
extension, loft conversion or bespoke house design.
01256 781221

www.thinkarchitecture.biz

Telephone: 01256 783448

Email: leo@leoarchitects.co.uk
www .leoarchitects.co.uk

GSI Accounts Ltd

Qualified Accountants

THE ‘
GREEN e .
ROOM

- [:TEIJ iI!il!lill L'UllSLl"ill!IUn

A countancy, Ht'quLt'L-]:mg & « Dinaitechent visits

& Hedge cutting & topiary Payroll Services (incl. CIS) for + Evening & weekend

& Tree surgery & pruning (all species Limited Companies, Partnerships, appointments

& Garden design & planting Sole Traders/Self |';Lth13]r.1_\'¢‘t|. + Part or Full outsourcing
& Pond construction & planting, Personal Tax Payers options available

& Fencing

& Patios L . 5
Practicing Licence held with
ACCA ensures clhents of our

& Pathways

Why DIY when you

& De ' TENEE

& :‘.kllm P AR qualifications, integrity, can GSI?

¢ Commercial & residential competency, ethics & values Let us do what we do

& Garden Maintenance best to allow you the
Prunin Link Way: Osldey tune and freedom to
b elaigoci RG23 DG tocus on what you do

e |
Tel: 07809 294824 best!

& Lawn Maintenance

Seedin ] N . .
Py Email: mpwitlgsiaccounts.co.uk

I

www.gstaccounts.co.uk
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) Oakley @steopathic Clinic

at Park Farm, off Rectory Road, Oakley RG23 7EH
Providing treatment for musculoskeletal
conditions including back, neck & shoulder pain

Tel. Tanya Bray BSc (Hons), Registered Osteopath, on:
07771 534 188 (mob) or email tanyabray@hotmail.co.uk

SW CONTRACT SERVICES

(Incorporating SW Groundworks)

Landscaping, Groundworks,
Fencing (NCH GL) & Tree Surgery (RFS ARB NPTC)
Professional Tree Inspection (LANTRA)

Simon Warner

Fully qualified
and Insured

The Old Seed Cleaner Barn, Ashe, Hampshire RG25 3AW
Phone: 01256 780643 Mobile: 07979937057
Email: admin@sw-contractservices.co.uk

L.D.R
BUILDING SERVICES

Formerly Rounce & Timmins

Extensions Patios
Wall & Floor Tiling Flat Roofing
Kitchens & Bathrooms Facia & Guttering

Painting & Decorating

City & Guild Qualification 25 Years Experience

Phone: 07768 435033 Email: leerounce@outlook.com

Aaron Ford - Decorating and Home Projects

Painting and Decorating - complete or part rooms _m
Bath/shower/worktop silicone seams replaced ~
Flatpack assembly and many other small jobs
Free estimate or advice
Quality workmanship
Fully insured

01256 350937 - 07771 531069
aaronaford@hotmail.com

Does your cat hate
catteries?
Paws At Home
Limited £ gq why not let

them enjoy a
staycation at home?

Family run cat sitting service offering
once or twice daily visits to cater for all
your cats needs. Fully insured. CRB
checked. Discrete service (no branded
vehicles!)

www.pawsathomelimited.co.uk

FPHORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

e Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q
Freeview, Freesat i

e Tuning & Set Up
Remote control Frogramming
Weak/No Signal Repairs

e TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling

o Additional TV Points

«Wi-Fi Signal Im t & Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

£ Tll.lnl.\' 3
STANDAR B w
APPROVED

e CCTV Installations
Including Ring doorbell

e Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

el et s

Cheskatrade.com

‘Where regatation mathers

Carpentry, Decoration, Electrics, Plumbing, Tiling.
Fitted Kitchens / Bathrooms.
General Property Maintenance.

www.propertycare-oakley.com
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Call Richard for:
Regular Grass Cutting Service
To ny Hayn es Garden Maintenance & Clearance
Hedge and Tree Trimming
PAINTER & DECORATOR Patio and Driveway Cleaning
Green n' Tldy Plants and Trees available
* Interior & exterior decorating G Ol y Licenced garoen wasts camier
- Wallpaper Hanging Tel 01256 781339 No jl:lb too small 01256 781716 / 07586 036709
« Free estimates Mob 07986 838212 Free Quotes, competitive prices, fully insured
haynesanthony09@gmail.com www.greenntidygardens.co.uk
OVE RTO N » Bathrooms . Heating
e Plumbing -

BATHROOM CENTRE - Sales «Installation Tradtiona Putty Glazier
With over 30 years of experience Overton Bathroom . Misted DaHeGIng
Centre can be relied upon to offer extensive product &jm Mirrars

knowledge & installation expertise. Our 'customer' and Braken Windows

‘after-sales' services building the relationship with our Origina Leads

customers to create the best result

@overtonbathrooms Tel: 01256 770374

info@overtonbathrooms.co.uk www:overtonbathrooms.co.uk

2 A Auts Goodall
Cf f”‘ DT CJ 1ITN1C

STRESS FREE
If foot problems and foot pain are stoppi
" lving and loving lfe see 2 Podistrist Cars bought and sold

Call 07887 368899 to book an appointment
Visit www.cffootclinic.co.uk for available services

4!” [
el me with any queries at info@erootclinic.co.uk. galt 07850 766529 or 01256 783450
(ot ine niciver L GURE PRGLHORE) MR 73 Oakley Lane, Oakley, RG23 7JT
Podiatrist HCPC Registered

Honeysu

/Est 1988

Q. Y ' g Y /‘_&‘\\' \\.
Bcautlfu] Curtams Blmds & Soft Fu ms i g’ a
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.. ALTERATIONS &
: REPAIRS

I am able to provide a range of alterations and

repairs to clothing including bridal and prom,

curtains and other fabric household items and
attaching uniform labels.

Fast, affordable and friendly service!
Please call Jana on 07429 439976

Goslings Garden & Fencing Services Ltd

All garden work undertaken

INCLUDING

Lawns & Rough-cutting
Strimming & Planting.
Borderwork, Pruning & Bark.
Hedge Cutting and Stump Grinding.
Fencing, Rotovating, Turfing, Seeding.

Leaf clearing, Snow clearing.

JB ROOFING OF BASINGSTOKE

Tel: 01256 474769
Mobile: 07956 641475

Email: jbroofing1956@gmail.com
WWW.JBROOFINGBASINGSTOKE.CO.UK

Find us on Facebook —JB Roofing Basingstoke

Established 1984
With over 52 years’ Experience

JB Roofing is an all-round specialist in roof
replacement
plus:
Flat Roofs, Tiling, Slating, Lead work, Gutters,
Fascia Cladding, Soffits, Chimney work

Call for a free quote

Jet Washing, Patios, Garden Shed erection.

FREE, Friendly, No obligation Quotes.

TELEPHONE : 01256 332680 or 07973 523246

Reflections Hypnotherapy
& Holistic Healing

Discover the power within you
Change your mind - Change your life

Book your FREE consultation now: 07391295766

www.reflections-hypnotherapy.co.uk

Retreats: www.pureharmonyretreat.com

sophia.reflectionss4@gmail.com

25

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
EsT. 1984

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL ENGINEERS GAS SAFE REGISTERED
FULLY INSURED

=y - 07494 716420
=2 = , ,@, wgshenton@icloud.com

| Acciedited insGilar. | wgshentonplumbingandheating.co.uk
NAPIT ~ NAPIT —- — e —

2

o

BOILER REPLACEMENTS, UPGRADES,
SERVICING & REPAIRS

ENERGY EFFICIENT CONTROLS

GASHOBS, COOKERS & FIRES,
INSTALLED & DISCONNECTED

POWERFLUSHING
GAS SAFE LANDLORD CERTIFICATES
HOT WATER CYLINDERS

QUALITY BATHROOMS & TILING
ENSUITE SHOWERS & CLOAKROOMS
WATER SOFTENERS
ALL GENERAL PLUMBING WORKS

01256 780330
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Conservation ¥

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
Winter on the riverbank
ven in the heart of winter, rivers, streams, and
E ponds are teeming with life — including with
one of our most endearing and much-loved
mammals, the water vole.

Known affectionately to generations as “Ratty”
from The Wind in the Willows, water voles are
Britain’s largest vole, roughly the size of a guinea pig,
with a rounded body, blunt nose, small ears, and a
furry tail. Their thick, chocolate-brown fur often

W) i
WAL

ALY

Water vole—Terry Whittaker 2020VISION

appears almost black when wet, and their whiskered
faces give them a gentle, inquisitive expression.
Unlike rats, which they are often mistaken for, water
voles have shorter tails, smaller ears, and a much
more compact shape. They are excellent swimmers
and can often be seen paddling confidently through
the water or perched on the bank nibbling vegetation.

Water voles were once a common sight along
riverbanks and wetlands. Sadly, habitat loss and
predation by invasive mink caused numbers to
plummet. However, thanks to dedicated conservation
work, these charismatic creatures are slowly returning
to our waterways.

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust is
helping water voles through the Watercress &
Winterbournes scheme. This partnership, funded by
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, focuses on
restoring chalk streams, improving water quality, and
managing riverbank vegetation to create safe habitats
for water voles and other wildlife. Volunteers play a
vital role in maintaining these habitats, monitoring
populations, and controlling non-native predators like

mink. The scheme doesn’t just benefit water voles — it
supports a wide range of species, including fish,
invertebrates, amphibians, and birds that rely on
healthy, well-managed rivers.

Winter can be a surprisingly good season to spot
them — if you know where and how to look. Even
though they are less active than in spring or summer,
their presence is betrayed by clear signs along the
banks. Keep an eye out for neat, nibbled patches of
grass with characteristic 45° angled cuts, small
burrows tucked into riverbanks,
and tiny droppings along the
water’s edge. It’s essential to
keep dogs away from the water
so these sensitive mammals
aren’t disturbed.

With leafless trees and
shorter vegetation, riverbanks
and wetland edges are more
= visible in winter, making it
easier to spot burrows, tracks,
| and signs of feeding. Quiet
= walks along streams, ponds, and
winterbournes — particularly in
early morning or late afternoon —
offer the best chance of
glimpsing these secretive
mammals.

For more information, visit
the Trust website: hiwwt.org.uk/

watercress-and-winterbournes
Helen Skelton-Smith

Oakley Woodlands Group

his should be peak time for a

bit of Galanthus spotting.

Galanthus nivalis are more
commonly known as snowdrops, and
they are one of the first flowers to
herald the arrival of a new season of
renewal and growth. The name Galanthus comes from
the ancient Greek, gala meaning milk, and anthos
meaning flower, aptly describing the delicate white
blooms. Although they are reasonably widespread
around the village, there are virtually none in
Cowdown Copse and only a few in St John’s Copse.
However, the best display in St John’s is just beyond
the gate in the left of the main ride, making them easy
to find.

This small group has slowly expanded over the
last decade or so, and makes a regular showing at the
end of January and early February. The non-native
flowers are just the first of the many that will appear
in the copses in the coming months. So, when you
take a stroll, why not pop into the woods and see what
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you can spot. You can easily make a circuit of St

John’s in twenty minutes. The Woodlands Group is

still coppicing and happy to welcome new volunteers.

You will find us in St John’s Copse at the dates and

times below.

Work party dates: Saturday 7 and 21, Wednesday

11 and 25, 10 am to 1 pm in St John’s Copse, St

John’s road. Email: oakleywoodlands@gmail.com
Alan Merry

Jubiloaks
egular walkers will have noted the substantial
coppicing work undertaken by
Basingstoke & Deane Borough
rangers and the mountain of wood
chippings being barrowed by our
volunteers to top the access path loved by
children and the not so young!
We have been fortunate to get mainly
sunny days to work on the multi-user path - a lovely
rainbow photo taken by one of our volunteers, Julie
Thompson (see front cover).
The Jubiloaks team, www.jubiloaks.org.uk,
Jjubiloaks@btinternet.com

Feature ¥?%

Volunteers Needed to Support Older People in
Hampshire

As we start 2026, Age Concern Hampshire is
inviting compassionate individuals to volunteer and
support older people across the county. With
Hampshire’s ageing population continuing to grow,
the charity is seeking additional volunteers to help
maintain and expand its vital services.

Age Concern Hampshire is an independent charity
dedicated to improving the well-being of older people
through its Care and Wellbeing Centres, Foot Care
clinics, Hospital to Home support, and community
initiatives. Volunteers are essential to ensuring older
residents feel valued, supported, and connected.

Volunteering with Age Concern Hampshire
provides an opportunity to build meaningful
connections, gain new skills, and contribute to the
local community. Whether you can spare an hour a
week or more, every contribution helps maintain
independence, provide companionship, and enhance
quality of life for older people and their carers.
Volunteer opportunities include:

e Trustees — contribute to the strategic direction and
governance of the charity.

¢ Foot Care Receptionists — welcome clients and
support smooth clinic operations.

22

e Administrative Support — assist with office tasks
to ensure services run efficiently.

e Support at Care and Wellbeing Centres — help
with activities, social interaction, and day care
services.

¢ Social Group Volunteers — Help older people
stay connected while enjoying a friendly, rewarding
role that brings fun, conversation, and community to
your week.

¢ Hospital Ward Support — Make a real difference
to patients’ recovery while gaining valuable
experience and becoming a supportive, friendly face
on local rehab wards at Petersfield, Gosport and
Alton.

e Form-Fillers — provide practical support to help
older people complete forms, access benefits, and
navigate essential services.

Age Concern Hampshire also welcomes
partnerships with businesses through employee
volunteer programs and joint campaigns to extend the
charity’s reach and impact.

To make a difference in 2026 and become part of
this work, contact Age Concern Hampshire at 01962
868545 or visit: ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/

volunteer-hampshire/give-time-by-volunteering/
Sarah Jacobs
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Graham Brown

CARPENTER AND JOINER

® Designed and fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms
* New replacement windows

* New plastic cladding and Fascia

*# All general Home Maintenance

* DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL

® ESTIMATES FREE

Tel: 780486 Mob: 07831 238291
email: grahambrowncarpentry@hotmail.com

FENCING

50 years experience in all types of
domestic, commercial and industrial fencing.
Free estimation and good quality
workmanship are guaranteed.

SHERBORNE ST JOHN, RG24 9LP
TEL: 01256 358940
MOBILE: 07780 990361
E-mail: fencing@ bobberryfencing.co.uk
WEB: www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Spencer & PN Ltcf

Our family serving your B
family for over 60 years 380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

Trading Standards approved

3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons

24 Hours

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

4y rr
- ‘LO?“" [ |
ONSITEY
01256 355556 Fl(}W[
wowrw theflowergiriflorist.co.uk I R

DOMESTIC

A. SEWELL
Lighting, Electrical &
Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:

- Security & Emergency Lighting

- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design &
Installation

- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
- Multi-room Audio/ Visual

- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access
Systems

- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329889

www.asewell.co.uk

Candover Park Solutions
Dummer Hampshire

Computer problems?

Friendly professional IT services for businesses
and the home including:

APPLE IPAD OR MAC SETUP AND TRAINING
VIRUS REMOVAL, E-MAIL PROBLEMS
COMPUTER PERFORMANCE ISSUES
WIRELESS, INTERNET & BROADBAND
HARDWARE & SOFTWARE INSTALLATIONS
BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS & SUPPORT
DISASTER RECOVERY PLANNING\TESTING

Candover Park Solutions sm
Telephone: Steve Troth on 01256 807 876
Email: support@candoverparksolutions.co.uk
Evening and weekend appointments available

Local IT professional with over 25 yrs. Experience
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Letters

Dear Editor,
Bull Bushes Wood - demise of official
footpaths and trails
I would like to bring to your attention and
our local community the environmental and
footpath damage that has resulted from the
logging extraction of ash and beech trees in Bull
Bushes wood. This is a private wood but
around, through and within the wood there runs
three official footpaths and trails enjoyed and
regularly used by the community and dog
walkers namely:

» Wayfarers walk

» footpath through the wood and connecting
to Wayfarers Walk

* Bull Bushes Woodland Welcome linking to
Wayfarers Walk

During December logging contractors moved in to
remove ash and beech trees from Bull Bushes wood.
The resulting heavy vehicle activity on very soft
ground has made it impossible in many places to walk
the footpaths and trails safely within the wood. There
is also evidence of damage to the footpath fencing
caused by tree removal. The very recent hard frosts
have turned the deep gloopy chalk into rock hard
tracks revealing the extent of the damage to the
footpaths.

The environmental damage caused by the
extraction of the ash and beech trees from Bull
Bushes wood will take many years to recover at a
time when climate change is affecting our seasons and
we all know the importance to be able to walk and

enjoy this wood through the seasons.
Ken Robson

Dear Editor,

’m Joe Robson, a
I 19 year old

Computer
Science student born
and raised in Oakley,
now studying at
Lancaster
University. This year
I decided to sign up
to climb Mount
Kilimanjaro in
August of 2026 to
raise money for
Teenage Cancer
Trust.

My inspiration to
take on this challenge comes from my dad, who
climbed Kilimanjaro with his friend in 2013 (picture
above right)- I’d love to follow in his footsteps while
raising money for a good cause.

24

& \» TAGHEST fi;.

A s p

W@RLD ‘HFE

Y

My fundraising goal is £5,000 and, so far, [ have
managed to raise £1,215 through posting weekly
video updates on social media (@joerobson22) and
hosting a couple of pub quizzes with the other
students taking on the challenge.

I plan on doing a number of events in 2026, like
running a half marathon or a 12 hour treadmill
challenge with some of the others doing the
challenge.

All donations, big or small, make a big difference
to help teenagers with cancer live normal lives, and
are all really appreciated!

Link to the fundraiser: justgiving.com/fundraising/uk-
kilimanjaro-25th-august-2026-student-
choseachallenge-690bb7a6¢56d6?
utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Dear Editor,
ou hear of some trying times actually being
Yable to talk to a doctor, even worse, getting to
see one, but just recently suffering for the
very first time from seriously itching legs, serious
enough to make sleeping difficult, I called our
doctor's surgery.

Surprise, surprise, for a start [ was ‘number one in
line' and actually talking to a lovely receptionist
within minutes. After going through the facts with her
I was told a doctor would call within the next three
hours. Again, a doctor called half an hour later. With
a thorough 'on-line' chat and, unable to offer any
suggestions of rashes, soreness or roughness of the
skin, guess what? [ was offered an appointment to go
and see her within the hour.

With all the stories getting publicity of how
impossible it is to get medical help I felt that it was
only right to say this proves it wrong. And the service
offered here in Oakley is amazing.

Graeme Hewitt
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Struggling with an injury or persistent pain?

Sport, occupational and lifestyle injury

management specialists

FOR ALL ¥

Physiotherapy » Injury Assessment and Rehabilitation » Acupuncture » Sports Massage
Shockwave Therapy = Pre & Post Natal Physiotherapy » Running Analysis

www.square-one.uk.com 01256 541515

HAIR BEAUTY LTD
All aspects of hairdressing

01256 780745

16 Meon rd, Oakley, Basingstoke
RG23

bradleyuren@yahoo.co.uk

hairbeauty.ltd

Building & Roofing
Sky View I Services

Full range of Building & Roofing Services Offered

We are a small local company with 40 years’ experience, who pride ourselves on
quality workmanship, with excellent customer service & satisfaction

Extensions; Garage & Loft Conversions; Oak Work, Porches & Gazebos
Groundworks; Drainage; Gutters; Soffits & Fascia
Roof Lights; Lanterns; Dormers
All Roofing; Chimneys
Contact us for a free, no obligation quotation

Honesty & Quality Assured Pack Lane, Basingstoke
Fully Insured enquiries@skyviewrbs.co.uk
Find us on Checkatrade 07780510901 / 01256 412709

WIRcD

Based in Oakley, we pride ourselves on our reliable friendly
service and commitment to quality

Fuse Board Upgrades to Current Regs
Full and Partial House Rewires
Electrical Testing and Certification
Sockets & Lighting
Kitchen Appliance Installation
House Extensions & Loft Conversions
Garage and Shed Supplies

Security & Outside Lighting / Garden Power

EV charging
lain Tarrant - 07989 583289 -I--.-
wiredes@btinternet.com DOMESTIC 7y
INSTRLLER ==
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Learning through play .!

Nature walks
Music and movement #
Cooking

Woodland activities

“A truly respectful and harmonious
environment, where children learn to value
and care for one another”.

“a love of learning is evident”, Ofsted 2025.

@ Ages 2% to 5 years
& Wootton St Lawrence, RG23 8PE

@ thebarnnurseryschool.co.uk
L. Contact Abigail 01256 782580
@ Opening times 9am-3pm Mon-Fri Term Time

White rch“-'
iWls 3

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

YOUR LOCAL WILL WRITER FROM
WHITCHURCH

o Will Writing e Review of existing Wills

s Lasfing Power of Aftormey

» Estate Planning » Trusts V( e kte.,
¢ Probate Services "

“FRIENDLY, ACCESSIBLE AND QUALITY SERVICE"

o Complan

Clare Datta, BA(Hons) MSWW
T: 01256 896336 M: 07810 45558]
E: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
W: wwaw.whifchurchwills.co.uk
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Electrical Plumbing

Plumber or Electrician? [EZi i il by
@ Electrical Test  (J Heating Install
mmwmibmgmmwmcmm. @ nstallations ) Boiler install

@ Fault Finding @ Pumps

Plumbing (i m\_ Boiler Servicing @ EICR’S @ Ta pS
lnda Alterations & Altaratio sk and oY
Repairs | repa Renewals @ PV Installation I@ Servicing

. (@) office@dgeg.co.uk www.dggroupltd.co.uk (© 0118 328 3020
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J 5 a & 5, AT OCS WE OFFER A PREMIUM DOOR-TO-DOOR
Nl We are one ofthg largest WW‘CPEMGM SERVICE FOR BUSINESS OR PRIVATE HIRE
_‘i t famu’&j UWMd alﬂud YUn @arﬂgﬂs LW OUTSTANDING SERVICE EVERY STEP OF THE WAY
Wi Basingstoke”

i/

[ @ Servicing of all makes of vehicle

W% 0TS Cars & Light Commercials

j +' @ MOT’s Transit Size Vehicles/Motor Homes (Class 7)

@ All MOT repairs carried out including welding

111 @ Clutches @ Exhausts @ Tyres

with

l:

N "Why not visit

™ TONY BILLSON: 07889 214960

N ¢ www.trustmygarage.co.uk EMAIL: ADMIN@OAKLEYCS.CO.UK
il and see what our

Wi customers say about us? *

o

Coffee Morning
Alternate Tuesdays
AII welcome

Bottomless cup of coffee or tea, and biscuits

&
% “Big enough to cope small enough to care”
' www.bluepetergarage.com

r
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+ Second and fourth
. Tuesday of each month

Unit 6 Moniton Trading Estate, West Ham Lane, Basingstoke RG22 6NO

01256 810707
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Conte and meet

L & B FE"Cing SPECiaIiStS friend:s‘ old and
All types of fencing work new at the

Decking e Gates e Pergolas Chapel by the
Pond.

*eoeoe

10:30 am—12 noon
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No job too small

07887 792289 Qakley Methodist Churc
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Ladies Societie

Oakley Afternoon WI
December 2025 Meeting Report

n December Oakley Afternoon WI had two
IChristmas events. The Christmas Lunch at Test

Valley Golf Club was attended by nearly all the
members and was a lovely festive occasion. This was
followed by the annual Christmas Party.

The speaker this year was PC Andy Jones, a local
Police Officer, who gave us a talk on how to avoid
becoming a victim of scams. He outlined all the
various scams, frauds and other fraudulent tactics
currently being used by criminals to try and get
money from the public. These include pressure
tactics, targeting people with mental health issues,
doorstep fraud and identity fraud to name but a few.

One in five people fall victim to scams. There
followed a question-and-answer session, after which
Janet gave a vote of thanks.

After the talk members enjoyed a table quiz and
tea and Christmas food. The Secret Santa presents
were given out, and the lovely flower arrangements
were won by some lucky members. Rosemary
thanked the committee for all their hard work this
year and finally the raffle was drawn.

Our monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Monday
of the month at East Oakley Village Hall (the Green
Hut). Visitors are made most welcome at the meetings
and are also invited to come along to the coffee
mornings held at the Barley Mow on the last Monday
of the month.

Janie Vickers

Oakley Afternoon WI -January 2026

ur speaker this month was a volunteer from
O Hampshire and IOW Search and Rescue. This

is a registered charity which was set up in
2003. It has 138 volunteers at present. In 2011 this
charity received the Queens Award for Voluntary
Service. This being the team version of the individual
MBE. It provides Hant’s and IOW Constabulary with
qualified Search Teams. It covers the whole of
Hampshire and adjacent counties, who also have
similar teams. These teams help and support each
other. The volunteers undergo comprehensive training
which takes four to six months to complete.

After the talk there followed a question-and-
answer session. Carol then gave the vote of thanks,
and this was followed by tea and cakes.

Our next meeting is on 16 February and the
speaker is Nic Groom whose talk is entitled ‘Charity
Step by Step’ .

Our monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Monday
of the month at East Oakley Village Hall (the Green
Hut). Visitors are made most welcome at the meetings
and are also invited to come along to the coffee
mornings held at the Barley Mow on the last Monday
of the month.

For further details please contact Janet on 01256
782734.

Janie Vickers
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ALICE ARMSTRONG
JON AMOR TRIO
GUY TORTORA
BACKBONE BLUES BAND

RICHARD CLARKE
20" JUNE TBC
19" SEP REXFEST 2026

LIVE AT

Blues (it

24" JAN
7" FEB
7" MAR
25" APR

23" MAY

Central Studio @ Queen Mary's College
Basingstoke, RG21 3HF

Full details & tickets at basingstokeblues.co.uk

Profits 1o Asthma + Lung UK - Charity number 326730,

LINK magazine
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Owverton & District

Journeys in Biology III:
DNA and Who You Are

Darren is Senior Lecturer in the
School of Biology at Portsmouth
University. His research area is

Biochemistry

While DNA and the Genome Revolution
is a very complex subject, Darren's
explanations are clear and succinct and
we are delighted to welcome him back
to present Part III.

Join us for this talk on
Wednesday 18 February at 10 a.m.
St Mary’s Hall, Overton
Free to members - Non-members £3 on the door
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Barry Hare

Do you hate Painting & Decorating?

Would you like someone to do a neat & tidy job

with no fuss?

If so, please phone me for a free estimate.
I have over 20 Years experience and will give a
reliable service at a Competitive Price

07851 009418

JAMES MCCOMBIE

JM RENOVATION

Carpentry
Kitchens, Bathrooms

General Building & Maintenance

Carnoch, St Johns Road
Oakley

07977 771449
mecombiej@gmail.com
facebook: James Mccombie Renovation

Xavier Gibson AV Services

-
freesat HD

*Freeview Digital TV Aerial Upgrades
*Freesat HD & Sky HD Installations
*T'V, Projector & Microwave Repairs
*Re-tunes & Software Updates

*Full TV & AV Installation Service

Telephone: 01256 351800
Mobile: 07826 365883

E-mail: avservicesiatalkialk. nei

Cher 30 Years Experience
With Sinclair Youngs

CREATING SPACE THE EASY WAY! ‘

Experts in loft ladders & loft hatches, boarding,
lighting & insulation

* De-clutter your home
 Create up to a third more space
* Gain safe & easy loft access
* No mess, no fuss, no subcontractors

Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation
01256 688648

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

PARTY LINE

Quality with Pride
CATERING EQUIPMENT HIRE
PHONE FOR FREE CATALOGUE
China, Glasses, Cutlery, Linen, Cake Stands, Tables, Chairs,
B-B-Q
BASINGSTOKE

Tel: 01256 469255
Mob: 07753 639845

www.partyline.co

01256 763859
07766 256788

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com

&

TREE SCENE

H All aspects of tree work
& stump grinding

B Fully insured (£5m) —
free estimates

H Logs supplied

Qualified & experienced
arborist

Weller Mackrill

Chartered Certified Accountants
and Tax Advisers

Accounts
Tax & VAT Returns
PAYE & CIS
Company formations
IR35 advice
Tax planning
Free initial consultation

Weller Mackrill, South Building,
Upper Farm, Wootton St Lawrence, Basingstoke.
RG23 8PE

For a friendly and sensibly priced service
Please ring
01256 782059

E-mail:
paul@wellermackrill.co.uk
james@wellermackrill.co.uk

28 LINK magazine



Local News +

Whitchurch Silk Mill News
hitchurch Silk Mill invites visitors to
celebrate heritage and craftsmanship during
National Lottery Open Week with free
entry on 7-8 March. Explore the Georgian building,

Victorian looms, bobbin-winding machine, and

waterwheel, then enjoy refreshments in the award-

winning café and browse the shop.

Workshops and Events
Building on last year’s success, the Mill offers an

expanded programme of creative workshops for

adults and young people:

e Weave a Wall Hanging (12 February): Learn
traditional weaving techniques and create your
own piece. (£60)

¢ Knitting Workshop (14 February): Beginner-
friendly session with expert guidance. (£45)

e Portraits that POP! (17 February): A fun Pop Art-
inspired family workshop linked to Jane Sanders’
exhibition. (£6 per child)

e Young Makers Weaving (18 February): For ages
11 — 16, using Louet looms to craft wall hangings.
(£60)

¢ Beginners’ Braiding (27 February): Create
decorative cords and trims. (£35)

e Warping Workshop (6 March): Make a three-
metre warp with expert help. (£60)

e Embroidery Workshop (7 March): Nature-inspired
keepsake with Abigail Rose Creative. (£65)

Tickets are available via the Mill shop or website.

Special Tours and Exhibitions
On 3 February, an exclusive Silk Production Tour

(£25) offers behind-the-scenes access to Britain’s

oldest working silk mill, showcasing machinery in

action and stories of past weavers. Sensible footwear
required; pre-booking essential.
Until 22 February, the Mill hosts Visible Threads,

an exhibition by textile artist Jane Sanders. Using a

1960s Singer sewing machine and mixed media,

Sanders creates vibrant stitched portraits of iconic

musicians. Free with Mill admission.

Flower Festival — 19 to 21 June 2026
The Mill will bloom with handmade floral displays

during its Flower Festival, replacing the Open

Gardens event. Contributions are invited from knitters

and crocheters to create a “cottage garden” of

daffodils, tulips, sunflowers, roses, and more. Patterns
are available on the Mill’s website. Children can join
by making pom poms—aiming for 8,000 flowers and

1,000 pom poms. Finished items can be dropped off

or posted to Whitchurch Silk Mill. Workshops for

children will run closer to the event.

Stay Connected
Follow Whitchurch Silk Mill on social media or

subscribe to the newsletter for updates.

Contact: info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk, whitchurch

silkmill.org.uk, 01256 892065.

Sue Tapliss
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Probus Hears About a Life in Nuclear
Retired nuclear scientist and Basingstoke
resident, Suzanne Fletcher-Mallinson gave an
outline to the Probus Club of Basingstoke of
her working
life in the
nuclear
industry.

Gaining a
MSc at the
University of
California,
Berkeley, she
joined the
American
nuclear
research facility at Livermore which designed nuclear
systems like those at Los Alamos as well as delivery
system testing in Nevada. At that time the USA had
around 70,000 nuclear devices across 65 types.
Suzanne described field testing a 6-inch diameter
device using Nato guns. Next was President Reagan’s
‘Star Wars’ project to create a dome of defence using
nuclear-driven x-ray lasers to knock out incoming
missiles. Moving to AWE in Aldermaston she
married in January 1989 which qualified her for
British citizenship five years later.

Following roles including managing the remaining
reactor at Aldermaston, she became the Technical
Assistant to the Director of Research & Applied
Science. She attended conferences at Nashville
Tennessee, Lucerne in Switzerland, Kyoto in Japan
and London.

After a career break following the birth of her third
child in 2003, she joined Serco 2007 — 2012 as a
Nuclear Safety Consultant. Based at Harwell in
Oxfordshire she also covered AWE Aldermaston and
Burghfield as well as Winfrith in Dorset. Suzanne
rejoined AWE as an Internal Regulator in 2012
covering many of the facilities at AWE A & B sites.
Moving to the Office of Nuclear Regulation (ONR) as
a Nuclear Safety Officer her remit included Sellafield
in Cumbria and submarine building at Barrow in
Furness and Devonport. Moving to Security
Regulation included many nuclear sites as well as
assessment of two Small Modular Reactors (SMR) at
the design assessment stage of Licencing.

Suzanne retired in October 2024.

Today her interests include being a square dance
caller across southern England and being a member of
the Ladies’ Probus Club of Basingstoke.

For more information about the Probus Club of
Basingstoke see probusbasingstoke.club or phone
their secretary on 07814 937202 for an informal chat.

Paul Flint
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Local News +

Overton Choral Society

We resumed on 5 January and started straight
away on the music for the Hampshire Choral Festival
on Saturday 9 May in Thornden Hall where we will
be performing Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle.

Thank you to all who supported our annual Carol
Concert which was attended by the Mayor, Cllr Colin
Phillimore and Ian Elkins, representing Overton
Parish Council. Such was your support; we ran out of
both chairs and orders of the concert and we raised
over £600 for St Michael’s Hospice.

We are also rehearsing for a wedding and will
soon start to think about music for our event on
Saturday 20 June in St Mary’s hall. More information
soon. We meet every Mondy in St Mary’s Hall at
7:45 pm. Please feel free to just listen and see if you
would like to join us.

Lyn Hardy, Chair
Overtonchoralsoc@gmail.com

Mr. Flaherty's Private Theatricals

Mr. Flaherty's Private Theatricals is a local theatre
group that will be performing "Dad’s Army" on 16 to
18 April at Central Studio in Basingstoke

Following Mr. Flaherty’s Private Theatricals’ sell
out success “The Vicar of Dibley” we are thrilled to
bring you “Dad’s Army” by Jimmy Perry & David
Croft. This lovingly recreated stage show brings to
life two of the BBC sitcom’s most beloved episodes,
featuring all your favourite characters — Captain
Mainwaring, Sergeant Wilson, Corporal Jones and the
rest of the Walmington-on-Sea platoon —in a
hilarious tribute to classic British comedy.

Join us for a memorable evening of laughs
at Central Studio, Queen Mary’s College, Cliddesden
Rd, Basingstoke RG21 3HF, 16 to 18 April.

Tickets £15 - privatetheatricals.ticket-office.co.uk

Paul Davies

Sport

Bramley 20/10 Road Races

This well-established community running event
takes place on Sunday 15 February at 10 am, starting
from Bramley Primary School (RG26 5AH).
Community Impact & Charity Support

Organised entirely by volunteers from Reading
Roadrunners, our event operates on a not-for-profit
basis with surplus funds donated to our 2026 charity
partner: S.A.F.E. (Saving Abandoned Fly-Grazing
Equines), a local charity rescuing abandoned horses
(safe-horses.co.uk/). We also support local youth
organisations with donations for their water station
volunteering.

Award-Winning Event with 25+ Year Heritage

e Gold BARR (British Association of Road
Races) award 2025

e Silver RaceCheck award with 4.72/5 star rating

e English Athletics affiliated with accurately
measured course

e SheRACES accredited (commitment to gender
equality in racing)
Event Details

Two race distances:

e 10 miles (single lap)

e 20 miles (two laps)

Inclusive & Accessible:

¢ Generous 4-hour cut-off time for 10 miles -
ideal for newcomers to distance running

e Mostly flat road course

30

e Perfect timing for spring marathon/half-
marathon training

o Attracts both competitive UK athletes and
recreational runners

New for 2026: First male and female 70+ age
category prizes, responding to runner feedback and
our inclusivity commitment.

Participant Benefits:

¢ Finish medal for all competitors

e Team and individual age category prizes

e Free race photos for download
What Makes Us Special

Runners consistently praise our cheerful,
enthusiastic volunteer marshals. We've built a strong
reputation across local running clubs for combining
competitive racing with an inclusive, welcoming
atmosphere that reflects Reading Roadrunners' club
ethos. After weather-related cancellations (2020 -
2022), we've implemented course mitigations and
successfully delivered the event from 2023 to present.
Resources Available

Event website with previous race
photos: readingroadrunners.org/races/bramley/

e Facebook: facebook.com/share/16gEgjpmcx/

Dan Rickett, Deputy Race Director

Oakley Bowling Club News
hroughout December, members
played indoor bowls at our two

local bowls clubs and our own
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short mat sessions, held at Malshanger, on
Monday and Thursday afternoons, continued to be
well supported. We were also busy with social
events. The festive season began with a Christmas
Quiz and was followed by a Coffee Morning.

Next up was our Christmas Dinner at the
Basingstoke College of Technology (BCOT). It
was our third visit and again the college and its
students excelled themselves. The food was
exemplary gaining a huge number of
compliments.

The final social event for 2025 was THE
GRAND DRAW. There was an excellent turnout
even though some members were on a trip to see
the lights of Kew Gardens. President Diane
handed out the prizes as Kay spun the wheel and
with Ric organising the Christmas music our first

: Sunday 15 y .
Grand Draw evening was voted a great success. February2026 10 Mile Road Race 20 Mile Road Race
We now look forward to a Burns Night Bramiey, $2% M inie S A
£38 Unaffiliated £43 Unaffiliated

Hampshire
10:00am Start

Celebration at BCOT, to our Presentation Dinner
at Malshanger and to the club’s mini tour to
Dorset in February.

In just a couple of months we shall be back
playing outdoors. Our greens volunteers have been

busy tending the green and from mid-April we shall
be open for play. Information about what is
happening at the Club can be found at

‘ oakleybc.org.uk.

E TR = ' | -
E gEE j Alternatively, phone

Spencer on 01256
780418 or Diane on
01256 781465. They
will be happy to
show visitors the
facilities and explain
all we have to offer.

Spencer Kerley
Free Ads .
All entries should be sent in writing to Maureen Cello TV 18" . £20. 01256781965
Dallaway, by the 15 February 2026 for inclusion in Car axle stands Pop rivet gun. Metric tap/die set.
next month’s Link. Entries may also be sent by e-mail ~ Hot air blower. Offers for any items: Mike Elsworth
to freeads@oakleylink.org.uk Please include an Tel 01256781965.
address or telephone number. Trolley jack hydraulic offers? Tel 01256781965

IKEA oak-effect bookcase 202 cm high x 20 cm
wide x 17 cm deep, £20. Tel: 07941 077928
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Walking &

Oakley Ramblers
ecember was a busy month for the Oakley
ramblers. On Wednesday 10, after much
recent rain, we set off from Upton Grey on a
dry morning. Initially on road, we soon headed onto a
mix of footpaths, woodland paths and byways,
interspersed with sections on quiet roads. Some great
views and a low level of mud, considering recent
weather. With lots of chat and a moderate pace, we
returned to our cars, just over 2 hours later, ready to
enjoy a tasty lunch in the Upton Grey Village shop &
cafe.
On Sunday 28, we had our post-Christmas walk,
and welcomed new walkers, Evelyn & Wendy to our

group. We headed towards Malshanger, then along
the footpath towards Winter Down Coppice, with
views over the fields. After climbing over the stile to
the path alongside Tangier Park we could see that
grapevines look to be growing well on the slope. The
track through Manydown Park brought us back to
A3400 in Newfound, where traffic proved heavy, but
we were soon back onto footpaths across fields to the
multiuser path via the railway crossing.

After a good 5-mile, we arrived at The Barley

Mow for a well-earned drink, a tasty Sunday lunch
and time to catch up with friends and look forward to
2026. Excellent service from Barley Mow staff -
thank you, we will be back!

Oakley Ramblers is a friendly and sociable group;
and always welcome visitors who can try us out
before joining. Our planned walk dates for February
are Wednesday 11, and Sunday 22. Details of all our
walks are always published on our website a week
before the walk takes place, why not come along and
try us out in 2026?

Find us on Facebook or visit our website for more
information. oakleyramblers.org.

Corrine Thomas

"< RAMBLERS

Basingstoke

Woodland Wellbeing
Walks—February
Come and enjoy scenic
walks around our local
woods and fields. 2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays finishing
with a sociable cuppa @ Methodist Chapel.
Start Point for Walks:

Tuesday, 10 Feb. at 10 am - Village Pond

[social walk, as no official Ramblers Leader]

Tuesday, 17 Feb. at 10 am - St John’s Rd lay-by R

Tuesday, 24 Feb. at 10 am - East Oakley Village
Hall [aka The Green Hut] B
Other Details:

Start time: 10 am
Pace: gentle
Duration: 1 hour approx.
Routes: varied
B = Barbara led
[07722757057] R =
Richard led [07549
021174]

Barbara Robson

32 LINK magazine



CLASSIFIED LIST OF ADVERTISERS

Accountants & Tax Advice
GSI Accounts Ltd. 17
Weller Mackrill Accountants
and Tax Advisers 28

Alternative Healthcare
Reflections Hypnotherapy &
Holistic Healing 20

Architects
Leo Mulkerns Architects 17
Think Architecture

Consultants Ltd. 17
York Associates 17

Audio Visual & TV Services
Horizon Aerials & Satellites 18
Xavier Gibson AV Services 28

Bathrooms
Overton Bathroom Centre 19

Beauty Services & Products
Lara's Beauty Workshop 11

Builders
Block Paving Specialist 36
DG Construction Group 30
LDR Building Services 18

Building Supplies
Oakley Landscaping

Supplies 11

Car Servicing
ARG Automotive Ltd. 19
Bakers Recovery Ltd. 36
Blue Peter Garage 30

Carpenters & Joiners

Graham Brown Carpenter and
Joiner 23

Russell Clark's Carpentry
Services 4
Carpets & Flooring
Oakley Carpets & Furniture 11

Catering
Party Line 28
Chimney Sweeps
Smokeless Sweeps 4
Computer Services
Candover Park Solutions 23
Domestic Appliance Repair
B. Cooper Domestic Appliance
Repairs 4
Dressmakers
Alterations and Repairs 20
Electricians
A Sewell Limited 23
Paul Williams Electrician 12
Wired Electrical Services 25
Fencing
Bob Berry Fencing 23
L&B Fencing 26
Funeral Directors
L Titcombe & Family 9
Spencer & Peyton Limited 23
Garden Services
Goslings Garden & Fencing 20
Green 'n' Tidy Gardens 19
Oakley Lawn Cutting 11
SW Contract Services 18
The Green Room 17
Trees & Hedges 11
TreeScene 28
Hairdressing
Hair Beauty 25
Mobile Hairdressing 4
Health Care Services
cf foot clinic 19
Clear Ears 6
ItalDent 36
Oakley Osteopathic Clinic 18
Square One 25

Heating and Plumbing Services
Catlin Plumbing & Heating 36
Mark Smith Plumbing

and Heating 6
NJP Heating Services 12
Oakley Gas & Heating 9
Paul Baker Plumbing
& Heating 9
W G Shenton Plumbing
& Heating 20

Home Improvements

Access4Lofts North
Hampshire 28

Field & Field 6

Sky View Roofing & Building
Services 25

Home Maintenance

James Mccombie

Renovation 28
Oakley Handyman Services 19
Property Care 18

Locksmith
CNG Locksmith Services 17

Man and Van Service
Need A Van 4

Memorial Masonry
Haven Memorials 4

Nurseries and Playgroups
Acorns Nursery 12
St Leonard's Playschool 11
The Barn Nursery 25

Painters & Decorators
Aaron Ford Decorating and
Home Projects 18
All Aspects 9
Barry Hare Painting
& Decorating 28
Haynes of Oakley
painter and decorator 19
PSC Decorating Services 9
Pest Control
Pest Response Ltd. 12
Pet Services & Supplies
Paws at Home Ltd. 18
Plastering
Nick Goodall Plastering 12
Pubs & Restaurants
The Barley Mow 6
Roofing Contractors
ITC Roofing 9
JB Roofing 20
Soft Furnishings
Honeysuckle Interiors 19
Sport & Leisure
Beechdown Club 2
Taxis
Oakley Chauffeur Services 30
Totally Airports 9
Water Softeners
AMS Mayfair Ltd. 4
Will Writer
Whitchurch Wills Limited 25
Windows & Conservatories
Hayward Glass and Glazing 19
Oakley Windows 35
S J Hunt Windows 4
TF Windows and Doors 4

Feature ¥3

Step By Step

Could You Open Your Home to a Young Person

Locally?

Life in Oakley, Deane, Malshanger and Wootton St

Lawrence is built on neighbourliness — from village

events and clubs to the everyday ways people look out
for one another. It’s a strong community to be part of,

But even in villages like ours, some young people

need extra support at important turning points in their

lives.

Step by Step, a local charity working across the
Basingstoke area, supports young people who are
leaving care or facing difficult family circumstances.
Many simply need a safe home and a trusted adult
while they find their feet. Local people help in two

main ways.

Supported Lodgings supports young people aged 16
— 21, offering a spare room, stability and
encouragement as they take steps towards

independence.

Fostering provides care for children and young
people up to the age of 18, offering the consistency
and security of a family home when it’s most needed.
Both roles come with full training, ongoing support
and financial allowances. People are carefully
matched, and no one is expected to do this alone.

As the year gets underway, Step by Step would love
to hear from anyone in Oakley and the surrounding
villages who might be curious about opening their
home — now or in the future.

Find out more at stepbystep.org.uk/open-my-home

Sally Britt, Marketing and Communications Executive
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LOCAL INFORMATION

Oakley Community Association

Secretary - Eve Askew, www.ocaoakley.org.uk,
OCAoakley@live.co.uk

Councillors & Politicians

Member of Parliament, Basingstoke

Luke Murphy - luke.murphy.mp@parliament.uk 07946 617981
47 Winchester Street, Basingstoke, RG21 7EF

Parish Councillors:

Fred Bullions Dave Condliffe
Sherrie De Kiguchi Ian Ellison

Jayne Grant Amanda Hayman
Carl Jeffreys Vince Kitley
Ken Krafer Steve Neems
Alex Rowley

Gary McAllister (Chair)
Trevor Green (Vice Chair)

Parish Clerk : Nicola Beere, 1 Station Road, Oakley
clerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk or 07983 500372
Assistant Clerk: Kelly Green

assistantclerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk

Borough Councillors:
Paul Gaskell Cllr.Paul.Gaskell@basingstoke.gov.uk 07812 894479

Hannah Golding 07305 123671
cllr.hannah.golding@basingstoke.gov.uk

Julian Jones Cllr.Julian.Jones@basingstoke.gov.uk 0794 6475700
County Councillor: Juliet Henderson
juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk 862413
Estate Agents

Brockenhurst Estate Agents, 6 Rectory Rd 700280

Police - 101 or 999 in an emergency

Gas Emergencies 0800 111 999

CHURCHES

Church of England

St Leonards (Oakley)
St Lawrence (Wootton)
All Saints (Deane)

Website: https://www.stleonards-
church.co.uk/

Church Office: St Leonard’s Centre,
Rectory Rd, Oakley

Tel 782724 9:00 am -1:00 pm weekdays
office@oww.church

Revd Ben Kautzer ben@oww.church
01256 420903

Contacts for Deane:

Deidre Coles - Warden Tel 781495

YouTube channel: Search St Leonard’s Church Oakley for
Church@Home and Kids@Home services.

Methodist Website:

Chapel by the pond https://www.bhbcircuit.org.uk/churches/
oakley.html

Hill Road adjacent to the village pond in
East Oakley

Revd Claire Simpson
revclaire72@btinternet.com

Tel: 01256 323103

Website:
www.stjosephsbasingstoke.org.uk

171a St Michael’s Rd, Basingstoke, RG22
6TY

Fr Paul Leonard,

Parish Office -Tel: 323595
office@stjosephsbasingstoke.org.uk

Websites:
www.lifespringcommunitychurch.org

or www.hopebasingstoke.org

St. Luke's Hall Overton

or Sarum Hill Centre, Sarum Hill, Basing-
stoke

Contact: John and Wendy Thurston
(780135) or

Paul and Ann Davis (07810316413

Roman Catholic
St Joseph's and
St Bede's

Community Church

Village Shops
Annie's Oakley - Meon Road

Cakes by Maze - Rectory Road 07349 888237

Health (111 or 999 in emergency) Coop - Oakley Lane 780857
Defibrillators (Call 999 first) are located at: Craft Kits N Bits - 4 Rowan Tree Road 020 3488 5499
The Fox Hair Beauty - Meon Road 780745
The Barley Mow Honeysuckle Interiors - Meon Road 780831
The Green Hut (Hill Road) Lara's Beauty Workshop - Meon Road 07726 207203
The Infant School, One Stop - Oakley Lane 780227
The Cricket Club Geoff Aubrey and Sons - Butcher - The Vale 01256 373297
Peter Houseman Field. Village Café, Jolly Olly’s - Oakley Lane 782658
The Andover Road Village Hall Village Pharmacy - The Vale 782381
The St Leonard’s Centre Oakley Scout Group TBD
Doctors’ Surgery 0333 034 1033 oakley@bwds.org.uk
Out of hours call 111| |Oakley Girlguiding Caroline Lloyd
c45lloyd@outlook.com
VILLAGE HALLS

East Oakley Village Hall ("Green Hut") - Hill Road

Booking Secretary 07788 423252 or email: booking@oakleygreenhut.co.uk

Website: www.oakleygreenhut.co.uk

St. John's Centre - St. John's Road
Oakley Village Hall - Andover Road
St Leonards Centre - Rectory Road

Contact Church Office: 782724
Contact: 781229
Contact Church Office: 782724

NOTE: If you wish to add an item or correct any entries, please send
an email to: john@oakleylink.org.uk Last amended: 15/1/2026
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OAKLEY WINDOWS

DOORS, GARAGE DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

Maximise Your Space & Security with our simple to use
automatic roller garage doors

—

We also offer an extensive rar'lge'o‘f up-and-over and
side hung garage doors.

Our angeofsece il . imber s + Garge Do
e Composite Doorse Warmer Roof

: XlPVC W|nd\(;\/wsdand DO(;rIS) e FrenchDoors ¢ Conservatory
uminium Windows and Doors | e o s ek Lanterm

 Vertical Sliding Windows

Unit 11, Folly Farm, Kingsclere Road, Basingstoke, [lrig[
RG26 5GJ sales@oakleywindows.co.uk iEIE

TEL: 01256 889766 | WWW.OAKLEYWINDOWS.CO.UK
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WE'RE MORE THAN JUST A LEAKY TAP

CATLIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

ltaldent Dentures

Dental Centre Bridges

Hygiene

Boilers Bathrooms
Installations Cloakrooms
Servicing En-suites
Breakdowns Shower rooms g de centre offe ' in high quality
5 | " : .' i *. reputation for
= Plu m blng r:v‘v':;ﬁd:‘.z v\:}xrkg(<: general dentistry .»uu. (he perfect fi tmi 'f(r ;‘)’: mff Y\Tbi-t &
T . Quality Denture Experts
aps At Italdent we can provide you with the perfect set of
4 & Toilets dentures and a real reason to smile.
All plumbing jobs
Contact us for a FREE estimate

n lﬁjl Cheekatrade

info@catlinph.co.uk * 07774 741021

10% off your first visit
Bakers Hello...

We are your local, family owned garage,
here in Oakley. Whatever vehicle support
you need, we are here for you!

info@italdent.co.uk

Full Aircon Services from £59+VAT,
with anti-bacterial cleaner, when
combined with a MOT or Service.

Bakers Yard, Pardown, Oakley, RG23 7DY

Follow us

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY SERVICE

R.J.YEATES

BLOCK PAVING SPECIALIST

- Block Paved & Tarmac Driveways
- Turfing & Astroturf Lawns
- Brickwork
- Patios

Contact Rob for a free quote: 01256 396879
07799 486439

01256 780950 - bakersgarage.co.uk
MORE THAN A RECOVERY SERVICE

Email: rob.yeates@yahoo.co.uk
Website: WWW.RJYEATESBLOCKPAVING.CO.UK




